CHAPTER XVIII
CHIE"A
" WILL you take China tea or Indian ? " is a question asked of guests in many houses. And such a question tells us, even if we did not know it before, that India and Ceylon are not the only countries that produce tea and that in China also this precious leaf is grown.
In Chapter XVI. we learned that tea grows on warm wet hill-sides. Therefore there must be some parts of China that are mountainous and that possess a damp, hot climate. But China, like India, is an enormous country with millions of people, mostly farmers, living in it. It contains more people than the^ whole of Europe; in fact it contains a quarter of all the people living on the surface of the earth. And because the country is so large it must possess many different kinds of climate; it will probably then possess many different kinds of soil and surface, and we can, therefore, guess that the same kinds of crops will not be grown everywhere and that only in certain parts of this extensive country will the tea shrub flourish. Let us see if this is so.
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